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Most families have their 
Thanksgiving traditions, and we have 
ours, and over the years our extended 
family has just become a little bigger.  If 
you’ve ever spent any time with our 
family, you know food is going to be 
involved.  As long as I can remember, the 
most important things during our family 
get-togethers were God and food (not 
always in that order).  So it just seemed 
like a natural fit when the opportunity 
presented itself for us to assist the 
church with its annual Thanksgiving 
dinner.   

2003 was my first time helping 
with Thanksgiving at SLCC and it was also 
the first year the church hosted this 
event.  My parents were going to help 
and asked if Amy and I would want to go 
and give them a hand (we weren’t 
attending SLCC at the time).  We 
reluctantly said “yes” and we showed up 
that morning around  9:00.  Before you 
knew it, we had unintentionally run 
everyone out of the kitchen, and just 
took over from there.  That was the first 
time that we had ever served together 
as a family, and I think we all knew from 
that point on that it would need to be a 
more important part of our lives.  
 

December’s 

Events 
 
 

 December 7, 2:00 PM – 
Women’s Christmas Tea 

 December 14 & 28 – Food 
Distribution 

 December 24, 5:00 PM – 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Communion Service 
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Louisville, KY  40214 
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The 

Discovering 

Thanksgiving 

By:  Neil Seow  

 When I was asked to write 

this article, I asked my mom how 

all of this got started.  She told me 

that one day she was sitting on 

her back porch looking at the sky 

and praising God for all He had 

done in our lives.  She felt like we 

needed to do something, and in 

her mind there was no better way 

than to feed any and every one 

we could.  We approached the 

church in 2005 with the idea of 

our family becoming the unofficial 

host of the Thanksgiving dinner, 

and they agreed.    

(Cont’d. on next page) 
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(Cont’d. from Page 1) 

This will be our 9th year being a part of this event, 

and it hasn’t been without its ups and downs.  

Mistakes have been made, the weather hasn’t 

always been cooperative, and things haven’t gone 

exactly how we have always hoped.  With that 

being said, through it all we have learned a lot 

about ourselves as a family, we have grown 

spiritually, and we feel so blessed that God has 

continued to use us in this way. 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 says, “There are 

different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit 

distributes them.  There are different kinds of 

service, but the same Lord.  There are different 

kinds of working, but in all of them and in 

everyone it is the same God at work.”  We are all 

called to serve and use our gifts, and for our 

family it is a privilege and an honor to serve in this 

manner.  It has become something we look 

forward to every year and it is a joy to work 

alongside our church family to serve and show 

love in Jesus’ name.   

 
Giving Thanks 

By:  Ron Matthews 
 

It’s Thanksgiving and with that comes the 
idea that we should give thanks in all 
circumstances (1 Thess. 5:18) especially this 
month.  So I would like to propose how to give 
thanks during times of chaos with your children. 

Babies – Problem:  Their new outfit just 
got soiled with milk stains from their up-chucking 
at the church gathering.  Answer:  Be thankful 
that it’s just a milk stain. 

 Problem:  Your baby is crying at 2 
in the morning.  Answer:  Be thankful it isn’t one 
hour before you have to get up to go to work. 

Toddlers – Problem:  They eat everything 
they can find.  Answer:  Be thankful chances are 
they won’t be picky eaters later. 

 Problem:  They throw temper 
tantrums. Answer:  They won’t be shy when they 
need to stand up for themselves later. 

Elementary Age – Problem:  They are 
getting attitudes.  Answer:  Be thankful you are 

getting practice now for when the real attitudes 
begin. 

 Problem:  They are coming home 
with a lot of homework.  Answer:  Be thankful 
because you are given more time to spend with 
them. 

Teen Years – Problem:  They ignore 
everything I try and teach them.  Answer:  Be 
thankful that you are no better than your Savior 
whom everyone now and then ignores.  Problem:  
They are dating.  Answer:  Be thankful because 
one day they will grow up and move out and give 
you some peace. 

Food for thought:  A mother crab asked 
her son, “Why do you walk sideways and not 
straight?  You would get farther.”  The young 
crab replied, “Mother, you have not shown me 
how.” 

 
 
 
 

Grace is giving us 

what we don’t 

deserve, while mercy 

is not giving us what 

we do deserve.  We 

should thank God 

for both! 

 



  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

the favor of God – so they didn’t think they needed a 

Messiah.  There was no room for Jesus in their hearts.      

And how true that is of so many people today.  There is no 

room in their hearts for Jesus because they don’t think they 

need a Messiah.  They tell themselves they’re good people – 

that their relationship with God is fine.   They don’t realize 

that they are filthy sinners in the eyes of a holy God – and so 

they don’t recognize their need for a Savior.  Just like the 

religious leaders, they just don’t think they need Jesus.  So 

there is no room in their hearts for Him.   

      

 There was no room for Jesus at the inn, but as he 

grew it became obvious that there was no room for Jesus in 

the entire Roman Empire.  And why did the Romans have no 

room for Jesus?  Because they worshiped other gods.   And, 

sadly, that also remains true today.  There are so many 

people who have no room for Jesus because their lives are 

full of other gods.  The names of their gods are money, 

popularity, pride, power, and possessions.  And when a 

person worships those gods, there is no room in their lives 

for Jesus.       

  

 What about you, Christian?   Do you have room for 

Jesus this Christmas?  Maybe that seems a silly question to 

ask of a Christian, but I don’t think so.  I think it’s easy even 

for a Christian to crowd Jesus out of their lives.  And it’s 

usually for the same reasons – you’re too busy, you want 

control of your life, you don’t realize how much you need 

Him, or you’re just worshiping other things like money and 

pride and popularity.  A lot of us who call ourselves 

“Christian” are maybe not so different than the innkeeper, or 

Herod, or the religious leaders, or the entire Roman Empire.  

They had no room for Jesus.       

 As we approach the Christmas story, I urge you to 

examine your life and see just how much room you have 

given Jesus in your life.  And I urge you to remember that it 

wasn’t so much for room in our world that He came, but so 

that we could one day have room in His world.  

       

With all my love,        

   Pastor Theo 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Room 
By:  Pastor Theodore Dues 

 

Luke 2:7 – “She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 

in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 

inn.”       

  There are two words in that verse of 

Scripture that are two of the most unfortunate words in all 

of the Holy Bible – “no room.”    These are two of the 

most unfortunate words in the Bible, not only because 

they describe the first Christmas – but because they still 

describe Christmas for so many people today.  Our world 

is full of people who love to celebrate Christmas – but 

there is no room in their lives for Christ.   

 Almost everyone in the biblical story of 

Christmas had no room in their lives for the birth of Jesus.  

And we live in a very different world than Jesus was born 

into – but one thing is the same – people still make no 

room in their lives for the birth of Jesus.  Consider the 

people in the Bible that made no room for Jesus… 

        

 Consider the innkeeper.  Scripture doesn’t 

mention him specifically – but he would have been the 

one to tell Mary and Joseph that there was no room for 

them.  And why didn’t he make room for them?  Well, 

because he was busy, that’s why.  Bethlehem was filling 

up with people who came for the census – the innkeeper 

had lots of work to do – business to conduct.  He was 

probably not a hostile man, probably not a bad man – but 

he was a very busy man.   And the same thing is true of 

most people – they’re just busy.  They’re not bad people, 

they’re just busy people.  Especially this time of year.  

There is shopping and decorating to do - parties to plan 

and food to prepare – friends and family to entertain. And 

will all that busyness – well, there’s no room for Jesus. 

       

   And consider King Herod.  When 

he learned that a baby was born who was called a king, he 

became fearful and jealous.  King Herod didn’t want to 

surrender his throne to anybody – so there was no room in 

his world for Jesus; and how true that is of so many 

people today.  They don’t want anyone but themselves to 

sit on the throne of their lives.  They don’t want to 

surrender their power – they are just as fearful about 

surrendering control of their lives as Herod was of 

surrendering his throne.  They will not allow someone else 

to be their king – so there is no room in their world for 

Jesus.       

  And consider the religious leaders.  They 

knew the OT Scriptures that foretold the birth of a 

Messiah – they knew where and how the Messiah would 

be born.   And yet, when those OT scriptures were 

fulfilled in the birth of Jesus, the religious leaders gave 

him no attention.  There was no room in their hearts for 

Jesus.  They didn’t think they needed Him.  After all, they 

kept the Laws of Moses – they thought they already had 

Food Pantry Needs for  

December 
 Green Beans 

 Spaghetti 

 Toilet Paper 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT we need YOUR 
help!  Even though we receive some non-
perishables from Dare to Care, we don’t 
receive everything we need to help the 
people who are coming to us!  Please give 
donations to LaVon Able or the Myers. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Book of Revelation 

“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The 

heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements 

will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 

everything done in it will be laid bare.  Since 

everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind 

of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy 

and godly lives as you look forward to the day of 

God and speed its coming. 2 Peter 3:10-11.   

Does this scare you or reassure you?  To some, the 

Bible’s book of Revelation is a dark, mysterious and 

scary book because it addresses the end of time.  It 

was written, however, to be a book of hope and 

encouragement to the people of God who are 

awaiting the second coming of Jesus—that’s us! Our 

hope and faith are based upon the fact that the Son 

of God came to earth, born as a human, and died on 

a cross, and was resurrected to give us the hope of 

eternal life.  At some point He will return for His 

people who will then spend eternity with Him in 

Heaven.  God has told us the truth about what will 

happen in the future, not to scare us, but to give 

reassurance about His plan.  “I have told you these 

things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this 

world you will have trouble.  But take heart! I have 

overcome the world.”   John 16:33   

SPOILER ALERT -- “We win!”  Have you ever 

recorded a big football or basketball game and then 

watched it later, even though you know who wins? 

Did you notice how much less stressful it is to watch 

the game when your team is down by 12 points, 

knowing that in the end your team wins the game?  

Well, Revelation is the SPOILER ALERT for 

Christians—regardless of how tough the game is, in 

the end we win!  This should give us hope, even if at 

times things look hopeless.  

Tough times are ahead, the Bible is clear and very 

honest about this.  Before Jesus returns for the 

second and final time, the spiritual condition of the 

world will deteriorate to a historical low point.  But 

no matter how evil and tough things become, the 

book of Revelation gives all Christians assurance 

that in the end and for eternity, we are victorious!   

Revelation is one of the most important books of the Bible, 

but one that is often misunderstood or just avoided 

completely.  For this reason, South Louisville Christian 

Church encourages all of our members to attend a special 

12 week study of this book beginning on Sunday, January 

5th at 9:30 a.m.  We will be combining all of our existing 

Sunday School classes for this study and hope that you will 

join us also!  The class will be taught by Dr. Eric Schansberg 

who will help us understand the real purpose and message 

of God’s Revelation. 

 

From the Staff (Theo, Ron, Charlie, Jason H., 

Carl, Jason P., Rick and Mary) and the 

Leadership (Brian, Bob, Danny, Doug, Joe D., 

Joe T., Justin, Logan, Neil, Paul, Rick, Steve, Tom, 

and Willie) of South Louisville Christian 

Church, we pray you will have a blessed 

Christmas!  

 

 


